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	Instructor: Nakho Kim
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COMM 110 Media and Democracy
 
Course Description
This course seeks to introduce students to the role that media plays in shaping how our democracy works. Utilizing social science, current events, popular culture and the students' own relationship to media contents and tools as templates, this course is designed to stimulate students’ thinking about the interrelationship between the dynamics of culture, politics, civil society, and media, to promote a better understanding of how we can utilize media to nurture our democracy's core principles and practices.
We will explore how media is used to foster civic awareness and engagement, as well as its problems such as amplifying misinformation and empowering tribalized bigotry. We will begin by exploring the concept of democracy itself, followed by various mechanisms of how media works, and how we are embedded in the process as active users.  We will also consider the role of government and its relationship to the media in forming “informed publics.”
Through this course, students will be encouraged to develop a critical view of the media entities and our own media use in relation to our democracy. The critical view is not cynicism; it is the recognition of details in how meanings are constructed through various communication processes including our own biases, ultimately moving forward to solve social issues based on rational public discussion. Ideally, this will be a gateway course, and students will develop the views and topics further in advanced courses in communication, political science, marketing, psychology, science policy, etc.
 
Prerequisites
None.
 
 Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will:
1. Demonstrate a working knowledge of how to understand the interrelationship between politics, culture, civil society and news.
2. Perform nuanced critical evaluations on how certain media practices can deteriorate democracy.
3. Present ideas on how media can be utilized to foster democratic practices and civic engagement.
 
General Course Requirements
Follow current events and news: While the readings provide knowledge and stimulate thoughts on how we can understand the workings of media in a democratic society, actual media news provide us with real-time experience on how we can integrate them into our own lives. Naturally, I will often use current events as examples in lectures and any evaluation thereof. Therefore, it is expected that you regularly follow political news, on both local and national scope. Two outlets below are considered as required sources to keep up with:
- New York Times: Weekend Briefing (national)  https://www.nytimes.com/series/us-weekend-briefing 
- Spotlight PA (local) https://www.spotlightpa.org/about/
Class discussions: Students should come to class prepared on the topic, based on the readings and/or real-life experiences, allowing us to engage and discuss their contents during class. Students should also be prepared to engage their classmates and the instructor with the course material in a civil manner. Note that class participation is a part of the grading scheme. Except the required "textbook," electronic readings will be available online either in CANVAS or as links accessible through libraries.psu.edu. As such, students are required to check the online site regularly for vital class announcements.
 
Attendance
Class starts promptly. Please plan to arrive on time, and remain until the end of the class period, to avoid disrupting class discussions.
Please keep careful track of assignment deadlines. Late assignments will be accepted only with a significant penalty, except in case of genuine emergency - in which case you are required to provide documentation or other acceptable proof. When contacting the instructor via email, it is recommended to include the course number in the subject line for prompt retrieval (or simply send it through CANVAS, which does it automatically).
Excused absences must be by PRIOR arrangement with the instructor, unless brought on by a genuine emergency as mentioned above. Unexcused absences will count negatively toward the final grades and will not be granted make-up opportunities.
 
Required textbook:
James Curran (2011), Media and Democracy   (hereforth MD)
* Note that in-class discussions will not be direct reiterations of the readings; however, the readings will provide crucial frameworks to understand how the topics come together.
* The semester consists of two parts. Part I (Week #1-#7) involves learning conceptual tools to make sense of the relationship between media and democracy, ranging from basic theories of communication in democracy to media industry and media-induced cognitive biases. This is where the textbook MD, as well as other assigned academic readings, will come in handy.
Part II (Week#8 - final) is about various issues in our society and how media plays into them. It will be more than laying out positions but about understanding what is at stake for whom. As such, the readings will involve shorter pieces from various types of sources. They are subject to change to remain even more timely; in such cases, I will use the announcement section at least a week before.
 
Assessment and Grading
Course grades will be based on the final written essay, one group presentation, and quizzes on each week’s readings. Grades will be determined according to the following formula:
Quizzes (6 times over the semester) 450 points  
Case presentation 100 points
Final essay 350 points
Participation 100 points 
Total raw score 1000 points
The breakdown of grades will be as follows:
A = 93% and higher; A- = 90 - 92.99%; B+ = 87 - 89.99%; B= 83 - 86.99%; B- = 80 - 82.99%; C+ = 77 – 79.99%; c = 70 – 76.99%; D = 60 – 69.99%; F = 59.99% and below.
 
Quizzes: On week 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 & 13, students will be asked 3 essay-type questions online on the contents of the previous two weeks. On week 14, one make-up quiz opportunity will be given for students who missed a regular quiz for any reason. The raw scores may be slightly weighted (“curved”) in the final grades to control for fluctuation in difficulty levels. Most likely, not.
Case presentation: In the issue-focused sessions of the course titled “issues and stakes”, students will form groups to do a presentation on the issue topic covered in the class, summarizing the key points of the issue and the role of media in them. More details will be explained in-class.
Essay: The topic that should be addressed in the essay is how certain media practices can deteriorate democracy and how we can utilize media to overcome them. The essay will use ideas developed in the course and integrate current events as examples, to propose your own concrete ideas and potential projects. The essay will be around 2000-words long and will be due on the first day of the final exam week. More details will be explained in-class.
Participation: You are required to take part in the discussions. The participation will be assessed not simply based on the frequency of talking, but on the informed relevance, collaborative manner and civility. Those who are uncomfortable with speaking in class may submit written questions on the readings before they are to be discussed.
Extra credit opportunities: Opportunities for extra credits may be announced during the semester, which typically take the form of written essays or participation in research. One planned instance will involve contributing an article based on the course work to the communication program media outlet. Details will be discussed in class. 
 
Academic Integrity
Academic dishonesty is not limited to simply cheating on an exam or assignment. The following is quoted directly from the "PSU Faculty Senate Policies for Students" regarding academic integrity and academic dishonesty: "Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity free from fraud and deception and is an educational objective of this institution. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating of information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students."     
All University and Penn State Harrisburg policies regarding academic integrity/academic dishonesty apply to this course and the students enrolled in this course. Refer to the following URL for further details on the academic integrity policy of Penn State Harrisburg. Each student in this course is expected to work entirely on her/his own while taking any exam, to complete assignments on her/his own effort without the assistance of others unless directed otherwise by the instructor, and to abide by University and Penn State Harrisburg policies about academic integrity and academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty can result in an assignment of "F" or "XF" as the final grade for the student. 
 
Class Etiquette and Accommodation
Use of personal computing devices in the classroom is basically allowed, because we are not living in the Victorian Age. However, their use is limited to activities directly related to the class such as note taking, reference searching and in-class interactions (not permitted: checking out your social media timeline, leveling up your gaming stats, or other unique ways of distraction). Also, it should be noted that such forms of media use can be very distracting to other students. If distraction is severe, it will count as an offense and repeated offenses will affect your participation grades.
Food and drinks are officially prohibited in the classroom by university policy, but it does not mean you should stay hungry as long as your intake becomes a distraction.
 
Weather Policy
If we have bad weather, please listen to local radio and TV stations for announcements about Penn State Harrisburg or check the Penn State Harrisburg website, or simply your phone (please sign up for message alerts). Naturally, they will be faster than my announcement on CANVAS.
 
Disability Access
Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the University’s educational programs. Penn State values diversity and inclusion; we are committed to a climate of mutual respect and full participation. Our goal is to create environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive, and welcoming. Every Penn State campus has a Student Disability Resources office. Student Disability Resources at Penn State Harrisburg is located in the Student Enrichment Center Room 205. The Assistant Director Student Disability Resources, Alan Babcock, can be contacted via email at aub15@psu.edu or by phone at 717-948-6025.
To receive consideration for accommodations, please contact Student Disability Resources (SDR), participate in an intake interview, provide documentation of your disability, and complete an online Introductory Questionnaire. Please know that you are not required to already have documentation to begin the process with SDR, as SDR can assist with the process of requesting accommodations. Additional information is available on the Student Disability Services Resources website. If the documentation supports requests for reasonable accommodations, SDR will provide you with an accommodations letter, which you can then give to your professors. Please know that requests for accommodations and support must be initiated by the student and communication with professors regarding the approved accommodations must be initiated by the student. You will receive accommodations after you give your accommodations letter to your professors. It is recommended that you share your accommodations letters with your professors as early in the semester as possible. Professors do not provide accommodations retroactively.
 
Counseling & Psychological Services
Success in college depends heavily on your personal health and wellbeing. Please recognize that some stress and anxiety is a normal part of life and the college experience, and it can be compounded by unexpected setbacks or life changes outside the classroom. Penn State Harrisburg has a number of support options listed in this syllabus.   
If you are experiencing issues that feel unmanageable, you reach the point that you have difficulty concentrating and/or feeling motivated, or have anxiety or feelings of depression that interfere with your ability to take care of yourself or your daily responsibilities, please consider talking with someone in CAPS (Counseling and Psychological Services). We have a range of services to help you navigate issues that are impacting your ability to be healthy, well, and productive at college.  
You can learn more about the confidential mental health services available on campus by visiting the Counseling and Psychological Services website or by calling (717) 948-6025 Monday through Friday 8am to 5pm. CAPS is located on the 2nd floor of the Student Enrichment Center, Suite 205.  
You can access a crisis counselor 24/7/365 any time by calling 1-877-229-6400 or by texting “LIONS” to 741741.  
Find us on Instagram @pshbg_caps_sdr or on Facebook @psuhbgcounselinganddisabilityservices.
(Yes, I know it’s an unyieldingly long handle)
 
Educational Equity
Penn State takes great pride to foster a diverse and inclusive environment for students, faculty, and staff.  Acts of intolerance, discrimination, harassment, and/or incivility due to age, ancestry, color, disability, gender, national origin, race, religious belief, sexual orientation, or veteran status are not tolerated and can be reported through Educational Equity at the Report Bias site: https://equity.psu.edu/reportbias.  Penn State’s Code of Conduct can be found at the following link: https://studentaffairs.psu.edu/support-safety-conduct/student-conduct/code-conduct.    
Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to The Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at Penn State Harrisburg at 717-948-6016, and to Equity & Compliance at 717-948-4381 or in person in Olmsted E125.  
 
Mandated Reporting
Penn State is committed to equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment for all persons. It is the policy of the University to maintain an environment free of harassment and free of discrimination against any person because of age, race, color, ancestry, national origin, religion, creed, service in the uniformed services (as defined in state and federal law), veteran status, sex, sexual orientation, marital or family status, pregnancy, pregnancy-related conditions, or physical or mental disability, gender, perceived gender, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information or political ideas. Discriminatory conduct and harassment, as well as sexual misconduct and relationship violence, violates the dignity of individuals, impedes the realization of the University’s educational mission, and will not be tolerated. Gender-based and sexual harassment, including sexual violence, are forms of gender discrimination in that they deny or limit an individual's ability to participate in or benefit from University programs or activities. For reporting resources, and support, please visit Penn State's Title IX website. 
Penn State strongly encourages all members of the campus community to take appropriate action by providing support and encouraging those impacted by such incidents to submit a report to the Title IX Coordinator. You may also submit a report online by using the Incident Report Form found here: Office of Sexual Misconduct Prevention & Response Incident Report Form. If the University Title IX staff receives information about an incident, they will reach out to offer information about resources, rights, and procedural options available to you.  
At Penn State Harrisburg, your point of contact is: 
Nicholas Paesano – Equity & Compliance Specialist/Sexual Misconduct Resource Person 
Penn State Harrisburg 
E125 Olmsted Building 
717-948-4381 
nbp5382@psu.edu 

Penn State’s Interim Title IX Coordinator is: 
Suzanne Adair, Interim Title IX Coordinator 
222 Boucke Building 
University Park, PA 16802 
814-867-0099 
titleix@psu.edu 
Other resources that are available include:    
Penn State Harrisburg Counseling and Psychological Services   
SEC 205 - 717-948-6025    
Department of Safety & Police  
Campus Police – 717-979-7976   
Emergency – 911 
UPMC Harrisburg  
111 South Front Street – 717-782-3131    
Penn State Harrisburg Student Health Services   
220 Capital Union Building – 717-948-6015     
Penn State Hotline 800-560-1637 (Anonymous reporting)  
 
Writing Support: Learning Center Writing Support Information
The Russell E. Horn Sr. Learning Center may have a tutor who can assist you with this course. An appointment is recommended. Tutoring sessions are available in-person or on Zoom, depending on your preference.
Visit: Student Enrichment Center Room 201   
Or go to: starfish.psu.edu and click on “My Success Network”   
Or call: 717-948-6475   
Or email: PSHLearningCtr@psu.edu   
The Learning Center can help you in a variety of ways: Academic Success Coaches, Subject Area Tutoring and Writing. 

Other Support 
The Lambert Undergraduate Advising Center can assist you with exploring majors and minors, understanding academic policies, and planning courses for future semesters. You can see your assigned advisor in the "My Advisors" box in LionPATH. Drop-in Quick Question Advising is available during the semester both in-person and online (no appointment necessary). See dates, times, and locations at: bit.ly/whatsnexthbg 
The Madlyn L. Hanes Library has Library Guides ready. Access curated resources such as databases, books, and journals relevant to your course and areas of study. Browse by topic (subject guides) or by campus and course number (course guides): Penn State Library Guides.   

Changes to Syllabus
To reflect current events and developments, the syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. Additional reading material may be announced by prior week.




Planned Schedule 
Week1 (Aug 22, 24)
Introduction to the Course: Key concepts, structure of course, and texts.
- Plato: The Allegory of the Cave; http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/allegory.html
The Economist (2013). What’s Gone Wrong with Democracy. (Paywalled, but accessible through libraries.psu.edu)  

Week2 (Aug 29, 31)
Democracy, the Media and what we believe.
- Mounk, Y. (2018). America Is Not a Democracy. The Atlantic. (Paywalled, but accessible through libraries.psu.edu) 
- Young, E. (2016). A New Understanding: What Makes People Trust and Rely on News. American Press Institute. https://www.americanpressinstitute.org/publications/reports/survey-research/trust-news/
- Knight Foundation (2018), 10 Reasons why Americans don’t trust the media https://medium.com/trust-media-and-democracy/10-reasons-why-americans-dont-trust-the-media-d0630c125b9e
- Curran, J. (2005). What Democracy Requires of the Media. In Overholser, G. and Hall Jamieson, K. (Eds.) The Press. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp.120-140.
- MD Ch.3: Media System, Public Knowledge and Democracy

Week3 (Sep 7) / No class on Sep 5 (Labor day)
Media, Commercialism, Corporatism, and the “Public Sphere”
- MD Ch 10 (Advertising as bounty system)
- MD Ch 12 (Media in the age of market liberalism)

Week4 (Sep 12, 14)
Journalism: Functions, forms and its changing nature
- Bennett, W. L. News: The Politics of Illusion (6th ed.). (New York: Pearson Longman Press, 2005). pp. 1-35
- MD Ch 7 (Future of journalism), 
- MD Ch 9 (Press as an agent of social control)

Week5 (Sep 19, 21)
Understanding biases: biases of the media orgs, biases of our own
- MD  Ch 11 (Media as custodians of cultural tradition)
- Inman, Matthew (2018). Believe. Oatmeal Comics. https://theoatmeal.com/comics/believe
- Nature, (2015). Let’s think about cognitive bias (editorial). http://www.nature.com/news/let-s-think-about-cognitive-bias-1.18520
- Fernbach & Sloman (2017). Why We Believe Obvious Untruths. New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/03/opinion/sunday/why-we-believe-obvious-untruths.html
- Rothwell (2018). Biased News Media or Biased Readers? An Experiment on Trust (NYT) https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/26/upshot/biased-news-media-or-biased-readers-an-experiment-on-trust.html

Week6 (Sep 26, 28)
Politics of Popular Culture, Pundits, Emotions
- MD Ch 4 (Entertaining democracy)
- Day, A. “And Now ... The News?: Mimesis and the Real in the Daily Show.” In Gray, J. et al (Eds.). Satire TV: Politics and Comedy in the Post-Network Era. (New York University Press, 2009), 85-103.

Week7 (Oct 3, 5)
Politics and “New” Media
- MD Ch 6 (Technology foretold)
- New York Times (2019) Gamergate special issue. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/15/opinion/gamergate-twitter.html
- Philbrick & Leonhardt (2018) A Year of Living Better: How to Participate in Government. New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/guides/year-of-living-better/how-to-participate-in-government
- Preston, A. (2014). The Death of Privacy. The Guardian. http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/03/internet-death-privacy-google-facebook-alex-preston
- Ronson, J. (2015). How One Stupid Tweet Ruined Justine Sacco’s Life. New York Times. http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/15/magazine/how-one-stupid-tweet-ruined-justine-saccos-life.html

Week8 (Oct 10, 12)
Issues and Stakes: Strategic misinformation
- Garber (2017). Are We Having Too Much Fun? The Atlantic. https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2017/04/are-we-having-too-much-fun/523143/
- Berkman Center (2017). Partisanship, Propaganda, and Disinformation: Online Media and the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election (Executive Summary) https://cyber.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.harvard.edu/files/2017-08_electionES_0.pdf
- Subramanian (2017). Inside the Macedonian Fake-news complex. WIRED. https://www.wired.com/2017/02/veles-macedonia-fake-news/

Week9 (Oct 17, 19)
Issues and Stakes: Polarization
- Tufekci, Z. (2018). It's the (Democracy-Poisoning) Golden Age of Free Speech. Wired. https://www.wired.com/story/free-speech-issue-tech-turmoil-new-censorship/
- Resnick (2017). Psychologists surveyed hundreds of alt-right supporters. The results are unsettling. Vox. https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2017/8/15/16144070/psychology-alt-right-unite-the-right
- Chang, A. (2017). White America is quietly self-segregating. Vox. https://www.vox.com/2017/1/18/14296126/white-segregated-suburb-neighborhood-cartoon
- Hitt et al. (2019) Why Losing Our Newspapers Is Breaking Our Politics https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/why-losing-our-newspapers-is-breaking-our-politics/
- Wang et al (2021) In Communities We Trust: Institutional Failures and Sustained Solutions for Vaccine Hesitancy. Research report, University of Michigan. https://stpp.fordschool.umich.edu/sites/stpp/files/2021-07/vaccine-hesitancy-executive-summary-STPP-TAP-2021-v2-1.pdf 

Week10 (Oct 24, 26)
Issues and Stakes: Race and media activism
- Alicia Garza (2014). A Herstory of the #BlackLivesMatter Movement. http://thefeministwire.com/2014/10/blacklivesmatter-2/
- Newkirk, V. (2015). I’m a black activist. Here’s what people get wrong about Black Lives Matter. http://www.vox.com/2015/8/31/9211023/black-lives-matter-history
- Mastro, D. (2017). Race and Ethnicity in U.S. Media Content and Effects. Oxford Research Encyclopedias. http://communication.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228613.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228613-e-122

Week11 (Oct 31, Nov 2)  
Issues and Stakes: class politics
- Leonhardt, D. (2017). Our Broken Economy, in One Simple Chart. The New York Times. http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/07/opinion/leonhardt-income-inequality.html
- Levitin, M. (2015). The Triumph of Occupy Wall Street. http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/06/the-triumph-of-occupy-wall-street/395408/
- Fox, J. (2014). Piketty’s “Capital,” in a Lot Less than 696 Pages. https://hbr.org/2014/04/pikettys-capital-in-a-lot-less-than-696-pages/
- Stokes (2018). The Roots of Modern Nationalism and the Populist Backlash. Pew Global Center Report. http://www.pewglobal.org/2018/07/16/the-roots-of-modern-nationalism-and-the-populist-backlash/

Week12 (Nov 7, 9)   [[General Election on Nov 8.]] 
Issues and Stakes: Mediated extremism
- Chotiner, I. & Simon, J. (2016) A Lone-Wolf Terrorist Is Never Quite Alone. Slate. http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/interrogation/2016/06/why_isis_loves_lone_wolf_terrorists.html
- Archetti, C. (2015). Terrorism, Communication and New Media: Explaining Radicalization in the Digital Age. Perspectives on Terrorism, 9(1), 49-59. Retrieved from http://jstor.org/stable/26297326
- NYT (2019). Peters et al. How the El Paso Killer Echoed the Incendiary Words of Conservative Media Stars https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/11/business/media/el-paso-killer-conservative-media.html


Week13 (Nov 14, 16)
Issues and Stakes: International interventionism, American exceptionalism
- Bamford, J. (2005, November). The Man Who Sold the War. Rolling Stone; http://www.npr.org/documents/2005/dec/bamford.pdf
- Prochnau, W.(2005). The Military and the Media. In Overholser, G. and Hall Jamieson, K. (Eds.) The Press. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 310-331.

== Thanksgiving Break ==

Week14 (Nov 28, 30)
Issues and Stakes: Innovating civic participation with older and newer media tools
- Gonzales, B. (2016). The 'Podemos wave' as a global hope. https://www.opendemocracy.net/democraciaabierta/bernardo-guti-rrez-gonz-lez/podemos-wave-as-global-hope
- Park, N. (2017) A few helpful tips from Seoul on how to impeach a president. Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2017/07/27/a-few-helpful-tips-from-seoul-on-how-to-impeach-a-president/
- LeVine, S. (2018). The Parkland generation has huge plans for this fall. Axios. https://www.axios.com/2018-midterm-elections-parkland-shooting-students-march-for-our-lives-0dd8cef9-30d9-431d-8c09-cefed56e5bdf.html

Week15 (Dec 5, 7)
Tying it all together: the road ahead for media and democracy
Open topic discussions, Summary, AMA

Week16 (Finals Week)
Final essay due on Dec 12 (Mon) 11:59p, submitted online at CANVAS

